Online-conversation with press on 13 November 2025

Regarding the ,, declaration for the future” of the Japanese and the German Physical Societies
(Signature of the declaration on 14 November in Miinster, Germany)

STATEMENT PROF. RICHTER

We very much welcomed the fact that the Physical Society of Japan approached us to
draft the joint “Declaration for the future”, highlighting the danger posed by nuclear
weapons.

We present this statement close to the end of the “International year of Quantum
Science and Technology” proclaimed by the United Nations. Today, quantum-physics
underpins much of our modern life. But even aside from “quantum”, physics is not only
a great intellectual adventure, but also an important foundation for many of the
achievements that make our lives easier.

However, also nuclear weapons are a topic of physics. Physical research made
nuclear weapons possible. On the other hand, physical expertise is indispensable for
monitoring nuclear disarmament. And: Physicists can assess the risks posed by
nuclear weapons from a scientific perspective. That is why we, as physicists and as
physical societies, see it as our responsibility to warn against nuclear weapons.

Any use of nuclear weapons would have devastating consequences. In particular, it is
a fatal misconception to believe that a limited, so-called ‘tactical’, use of nuclear
weapons would be calculable. Quite apart from the fact that a quote in quote ‘local’
use of nuclear weapons could lead to a global escalation, any use of nuclear weapons
would have effects that would render large areas uninhabitable. It would also extend
far beyond the directly affected region.

However, we are not only warning against the use of nuclear weapons. We are warning
against any kind of nuclear armament. Every nuclear warhead is a danger. The more
nuclear weapons there are, the greater the risk that one of them will be used — whether
intentionally, accidentally or by mistake.

We are not naive. We see that conflicts are increasing worldwide. We see that in more
and more countries, autocratic rulers (or erratic chauvinists) are replacing responsible
governments. All this makes it no easier to promote disarmament.

But the topic is serious. Nuclear disarmament is not a nice-to-have. From a scientific
point of view, nuclear disarmament is important for the survival of humanity in the long
run.

We direct this declaration in particular to the younger generations who will create the
future, urging them to engage with the global challenges.



And of course we appeal to all those who bear political responsibility: Make every
effort to bring nuclear weapons back under binding treaties as quickly as possible and
to eliminate them from the world entirely in the long term!

Thank you.
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