Online-conversation with press on 13 November 2025

Regarding the ,, declaration for the future” of the Japanese and the German Physical Societies
(Signature of the declaration on 14 November in Miinster, Germany)

ADDRESS OF MIHOKO NO!JIRI, VICE PRESIDENT OF JPS

| am truly delighted that the Physical Society of Japan and the German Physical
Society have come together to sign the Declaration for the Future. It is a moment that
reminds us of the deep connections between science, history, and humanity.

Let me begin with a brief reflection on history.

Dr. Hideki Yukawa, who signed the Russell-Einstein Manifesto, received the Nobel
Prize in Physics in 1949. His achievement gave great confidence to the Japanese
people in the difficult years after the war, and it helped create a foundation for society
to listen to the voices of scientists.

At the same time, Yukawa and Sin-Itiro Tomonaga were deeply aware of another side
of science—the fact that the same scientific knowledge had also made possible the
atomic bomb.

In 1954, under Tomonaga’s leadership, the Science Council of Japan proposed what
later became the Three Principles on the Peaceful Uses of Atomic Energy. That same
year, after the hydrogen bomb test at Bikini Atoll, Yukawa wrote an article in The
Mainichi Shimbun. He said:

“The menace of nuclear power originates from the very scientific knowledge that
humankind itself acquired in the twentieth century. While wild beasts can be
eradicated, scientific knowledge cannot be destroyed, for it resides within the human
mind and can be shared infinitely among people.”

And he also wrote,

“The problem of nuclear power is a problem for all humanity. Its fundamental solution
must perhaps begin from within the human heart.”

These words, spoken seventy years ago, still resonate deeply today.

| am a researcher in particle theory. Particle physics explores the smallest scales of
nature, revealing the history of our universe and the symmetries that underlie it.
Although our understanding is still incomplete, it offers a far-reaching and profound
picture of the physical world.

| believe that such knowledge, at its core, encourages us to lift our gaze from daily
conflicts and turn our attention toward the shared challenges of humanity.



To reach such understanding, international collaboration is essential. It brings
together people of many different backgrounds, uniting them through a common
pursuit of truth.

In a world that is growing ever more complex and divided, | feel we must care even
more deeply about preserving these connections—and continue to speak to society
about their value and necessity.

| sincerely hope that this declaration will inspire new initiatives and strengthen our
shared commitment to a science that serves peace, understanding, and human
dignity.
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